
 
 
Invention 

The Compendium is an interactive web-based interface which contains over 7,000 

consensus standards on the ethical and scientific quality of clinical trials.  The 

information is gathered from various regulatory agencies including the U.S. FDA, 

government cooperatives (including the International Council for Harmonization), 

professional organizations (including the World Medical Association), non-

government organizations (WHO) and other national and international entities.  

Standards are organized via a comprehensive, user-friendly taxonomy and tagged 

by therapeutic modality, subject population, trial setting, and source(s).  

Downloadable results log the search, tags, and source material associated with 

each standard, allowing the user to compare related guidance across different 

professional, industrial, and jurisdictional contexts.   

 
Background  

Currently in 2016, over 200,000 clinical trials are registered worldwide.  Overseeing and complying with the 

regulations and guidelines between multi-institutional and international trials becomes imperative in maintaining 

high clinical and ethical standards. To date, there is not an integrated system to search these clinical trial 

standards in a systematic or comparative fashion.  Clinical trials balance ethical and scientific requirements on an 

increasingly global scale, an interplay of values that needs to be better reflected in current accessible resources. 
 
Advantages 

 Comprehensive, organized clinical trial standards information 

 Information from over 133 source documents 

 Easily accessible, searchable and comparable standards across international contexts 

 Standards categorized into trial stages, topics, and subtopics of ethical and scientific/ methodological 

importance 

 Standards analyzed individually and compared across sources to identify content corroborated by multiple 

authorities, and to categorize close variations of requirements together 

 Indexed systematically  

 Broad scope of users (investigators, sponsors, participants, oversight bodies, administrators, policymakers, 

and scholars) 

 Resource for publications 

 Electronic format allows frequent content updates and expansions 

For more information, contact the Office of Technology Transfer by e-mail at OTT@HoustonMethodist.org. 
About Houston Methodist 

Houston Methodist is comprised of a leading academic medical center in the Texas 

Medical Center® and four community hospitals serving the greater Houston area.  

Houston Methodist Hospital, the system's flagship, is consistently listed among U.S. 

News & World Report's best hospitals and we extend that same level of quality care 

across the system. Houston Methodist Research Institute is home to some of the 

world’s brightest physician-scientists, working in a collaborative environment on 

more than 700 clinical trials. The Research Institute is making strides in the new 

440,000-square-foot facility, bringing us even closer to medical breakthroughs in 

cardiovascular disease, cancer, infectious disease, neurosciences, diabetes and more. 
 

No warranty: This summary is intended for marketing purposes only, however Houston Methodist does not warrant its accuracy or completeness for that purpose 

or any other, and Houston Methodist specifically disclaims all warranties, whether express 

or implied by law, including any warranty of fitness for particular purpose and any 

warranty of noninfringement. 
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